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Letter for Vincent Wei-Ting Chen 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I take pleasure in writing for Mr. Vincent Wei-Ting Chen, who is applying for 
admission to Harvard University for September, 2008. 
 
Vincent and I have met on a number of occasions. In1999, my first year as the mayor 
of the city of Taipei, Vincent, then a nine years old boy, was the “little wild-bird 
angel” who preceded me in the processions at the welcoming party hosted by me and 
the city hall for the International Bird Fair held at the Gaun-Du nature Park. Vincent 
has since been a volunteer for the fair for eight consecutive years.  
 
When Vincent graduated from elementary school in 2002, I handed Vincent the 
Mayor’s Prize – the highest honor for an elementary graduate – to him at a ceremony 
held at the City Hall for that purpose. When Vincent graduated from Junior High 
School in 2005, he again received the Mayor’s Prize from me.  
 
Vincent was my guide on the last day of 2005 at the opening ceremony of the 
Zhishan Cultural and Ecological Garden. 
 
This fall Vincent will begin his last year – the 12th grade – at the Jianguo High School 
in Taipei, my alma mater, and the premium high school in Taiwan for at least the last 
60 years. Entrance to JGHS, which has classes in grades 10 to 12, is by annual general 
examination. The competition is extremely stiff: out of the more than 100,000 boys 
writing the (grade 10) entrance examination less 2000 are admitted. Generally 
speaking, excellence in academics is guaranteed for graduates from JGHS. I under- 
stand Vincent has distinguished himself at JGHS, both in academics and in extra- 
curricular activities. In particular, he has won many competitions in English and is 
exempt from all English classes at school.  
 
From my description of our first encounter it is already clear that Vincent is an avid 
birdwatcher and is active in environmental issues.  
Vincent is an accomplished musician. He has played the violin and the piano since at  



 
 
 
 
a young age. At the moment he is a violinist with the Taipei Century Youth Orchestra. 
He has had three personal piano recitals and has narrated for musical programs for 
children including ``The Story of Peer Gynt'' and ``The Story of Carmen''. Many of 
the events he took part were held at the National Concert Hall, the premium venue for 
performance in the arts in Taiwan.  
 
Vincent also has interests in the multimedia and has won prestigious awards in 
documentary making and TV performances.  
 
In my capacity as the mayor of Taipei and in other posts in the government and 
private organizations I have come across many brilliant young people. Vincent 
unquestionably ranks among the very best. He is a multifaceted outstanding achiever, 
has excellent leadership qualities, and has a well developed social conscience. I think 
Harvard is the place where Vincent can meet his challenge and can find opportunities 
to grow to his fullest potential. I believe Vincent deserves an education that only 
places such as Harvard offer. I hope Harvard will give its most serious consideration 
to the admission of Vincent Chen.   
 
 

Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 
Ma Ying-jieu 
LL.B, LL.M, S.J.D. (Harvard 1980) 


